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Dear Friends,
Maybe you remember the first time your fingers touched 
the piano keys: the feeling of joy that creating a melody 
inspired, or the feeling of awe that you could make music. 
Now, imagine that you harnessed that spark – even if 
you were only a young child – and chose to follow that 
path with a determined focus. With hours of practicing 
sandwiched between school and homework, each 
dedicated young artist has embraced their extraordinary 
talent, earning their place in the next generation of 
classical pianists.

This year, we focused on these brilliant young stars, 
presenting innovative programming that helped them 
grow as musicians and thrive as artists. Our partnerships 
with the Cleveland Institute of Music and the Lang Lang 
International Music Foundation created unparalleled 
opportunities for these young students to learn and 
develop their craft, while building relationships with 
fellow pianists that will last a lifetime.

Our commitment to youth begins here at home. We are 
providing free piano instruction within the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District through our PianoLab 
program, reaching young students who are filled 
with enthusiasm to learn piano but otherwise do not 
have access to the instrument. Paired with our Piano 

and Keyboard Donation Program and our expanding 
education projects within Cleveland schools, we are 
committed to ensuring that every student in Cleveland 
can experience the joy of piano.

In the following pages, you will see the power of your 
support in allowing us to create these transformational 
piano experiences for youth both here and abroad. As we 
look towards our 50th Anniversary Season next year, we 
hope you will join us in celebrating the evolution of these 
young stars – and of our organization – through the 2024 
Cleveland International Piano Competition and beyond.

A LETTER FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

Yaron Kohlberg
President

Marissa Glynias Moore, Ph.D.
Executive Director
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2023 Goals

PROVIDE 
CAREER-DEFINING 

EXPERIENCES
for rising stars of the piano world

FOSTER 
THE LOVE  
OF PIANO

for local Cleveland youth

CREATE  
CONNECTIONS

 between young pianists
and Cleveland audiences
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“Saehyun Kim  
dazzled audiences and judges alike, 
winning First Prize for his sparkling 

technique, lyrical playing, and 
commanding stage appearance.  

Only 16 years old, Kim will certainly 
be a young pianist to watch over 
the next few years, as his career 

expands to match his extraordinary  
musical gifts.”

- Janet Landreth, Juror
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Winner s Spotlight
 SAEHYUN KIM (16), SOUTH KOREA

Growing up in South Korea, Saehyun Kim 
noticed a lot of “uniformity” around him.  

“We all have to have a similar style of hair 
or similar style of outfits, similar style 
in taste of food or movies or anything. 
There’s always something that you have 
to follow.” 

But as an artist, Saehyun yearned to share 
his musical individuality, something he found 

easier to do once he came to study at an arts high 
school in the United States.  

“Here it’s a lot more diverse - it’s more about finding your own 
path in life, and I found that intriguing.” 

There was another thing Saehyun found challenging about living 
in South Korea: the competitive atmosphere that kept him from 
engaging fully in his art. “I don’t think competitiveness and music 
go together.” 

Strange words from a competition winner? Maybe, but Saeyhun 
would disagree. For him, competitions are opportunities for him to 
share his unique artistry with engaged audiences around the world.  

For Saehyun, nowhere was this experience more palpable than 
during this summer’s Cleveland International Piano Competition 

for Young Artists, especially having the opportunity to collaborate 
with musicians of the highest caliber during his Final Round 
performances here in Cleveland. 

 “I think [Dane Johansen and Jessica Lee of The Cleveland 
Orchestra] are the best people I’ve ever played with. Whatever 
I did on the piano, they immediately reacted to it — like when 
I made sudden tempo changes or color changes. They’re very 
sensitive and I think we worked well as a team.” 

While all of his performance experiences at the CIPC for 
Young Artists were “a dream come true” for Saehyun, it’s his big 
First Prize win that will make a significant impact in his career 
trajectory. In the next year, he will make his Northern Mississippi 
Symphony Orchestra debut in April, plus concerts in Paris and 
as a featured Guest Artist at the 2024 International Keyboard 
Odyssiad® & Festival. 

While new engagements mean new repertoire, this is a welcome 
challenge for Saehyun, one of today’s most exciting young pianists.  

“I’m planning on building my repertoire and trying to find 
something new in myself. The most important thing is that I trust 
my relationship with music and believe in what I do.”  

Conversation with Mike Tellin of ClevelandClassical.com and email correspondence

of the world s best
young pianists

32
countries

represented
in prizes
awarded

11
applications
213 $30,000
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Not every kid goes viral at five years old due to 
their astounding talent, but Elisey Mysin is not 

just any kid.  

Showing an interest in his family’s “big old black 
piano” even as a baby, Elisey began formal 
piano instruction at only four years old.  

The next year, the world got its first glimpse of 
Elisey’s musical prowess, as he was featured on 

a Russian competition show that gathered multi-
million views on television and social networks globally.  

In 2021, one of Elisey’s performances again went viral via 
international music magazine Classic FM, who named him a 
“classical prodigy with a musical maturity beyond his years.”  

Now, at the age of 13, Elisey has over 300,000 subscribers to his 
YouTube channel, surpassing even Lang Lang in his reach.  

While Elisey is still barely a teenager, he recognizes the immense 
pressure that comes with internet stardom: “When my music 
videos became more popular, I felt an even bigger responsibility 
for my performances and the emotions that I projected from the 
stage to the audience.”  

So where does his experience at the Cleveland International Piano 

Competition for Young Artists rank amongst all of these accolades?  
“The Cleveland competition is one of the most important things in 
my life.” 

Elisey was thrilled to see himself on the list of participants, since 
“the best young pianists from all over the world were there.” 
And the CIPC for YA was the perfect opportunity for Elisey to 
showcase his artistry, especially in the concerto round where he 
shared his “mastery of the instrument, the interaction with the 
orchestra and, of course, the message itself, that conveys the 
feelings and emotions in the music that the composer wrote.”  

But while Elisey’s musicality has been heard across the world, he 
himself had never traveled to the United States before. To get to 
Cleveland, he had to travel for 48 hours across four flights. “The 
journey was the longest in my life.” 

Elisey praised his host family Laura and Erol Beytas for helping him 
get acclimated – alongside the “beautiful sound and special soulful 
energy” of the Steinway pianos he practiced and performed on – 
and is grateful to his family, teachers, and friends for the career he 
has built so far. 

“People are willing to listen and understand the beauty of music 
and find something special in it. And I’m very happy about that.” 

3342 19
Corporate Individual 486 415,395$

Total
Sponsors

Number of
Attendees

Money
Raised

Gala by the Numbers

Winner s Spotlight
 ELISEY MYSIN (13), RUSSIA

Presented by Cleveland Clinic’s Sydell and Arnold Miller Family Heart, Vascular and Thoracic Institute in honor of Dr. Gösta and Ninna Pettersson
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“Elisey Mysin,  
tiny in stature but musically 

mighty…coaxed dark, 
expressive timbres and subtle 

details from the Steinway, 
making him a young pianist  

to watch.” 
- ClevelandClassical.com
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This summer, Piano Cleveland partnered with the Cleveland Institute 
of Music and the Lang Lang International Music Foundation (LLIMF), 
two organizations who are leading the education of young pianists. 
Together, we presented the first edition of the Cleveland International 
Piano Institute for Young Artists. This innovative, ten-day intensive gave 
pianists ages 11-18 a first-hand look at conservatory training, combining 
top-level faculty, CIM’s state-of-the-art facilities, and workshops that 

gave participants a unique insight into the career of a 
professional musician. The Institute welcomed nine 

promising young scholars from LLIMF along with 
twenty brilliant young artists from around the 

world for an unforgettable musical and cultural 
experience.  

PianoPals gave local piano students exclusive access to Institute 
events where they observed world-class artists in masterclasses 
and recitals. They also connected with fellow piano lovers their 
age from all over the world through social gatherings and a pen 
pal program with Institute students. 

Many of our PianoPals went on to serve on the Junior Jury 
where they put their newly acquired skills to the test, giving 
them a taste of what it takes to judge an international piano 
competition. 

“Thank you  
for your wonderful work!  

My daughter feels that the 
Institute experience has 

changed her life and she is 
confident now that music  

should be her path.” 
- Institute Parent

The Institute

“Participating in the Junior Jury and 
Piano Pals program was a source of 

inspiration, propelling me to strive for 
perfection in my own playing.

Collaborating with globally acclaimed 
professional pianists, while listening 

attentively to the remarkable skills of 
young virtuosos, has encouraged me 

to improve and refine my own pianistic 
technique and artistic expression.” 

- Evan Dan
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Launched in January 2023, the PianoLab program offers 
after-school group keyboard instruction using a state-
of-the-art keyboard lab for children enrolled at Paul L. 
Dunbar Elementary, a CMSD school on Cleveland’s near 
west side. Since its launch, over 40 students have begun 
weekly introductory piano lessons with CIM Doctoral 
student, Soo Ji Lee. 

Since interest in the program has grown tremendously, plans 
for additional PianoLabs in CMSD schools are in the works!

Connecting with today’s local students in meaningful musical ways is a 
crucial part of our mission. We presented a variety of programs to seven 
Cleveland Metropolitan School District (CMSD) schools this year, which 
included week-long residencies of our Keys to Read program, and revivals 
of our highly interactive Musical Stories programs.  

For the second year in a row, we partnered with Cleveland School of 
the Arts and the Cleveland Museum of Art to present Alex and the 
Monsters, a musical collaboration for dance, art, and music students. 

Three student-only performances were attended by over 1200 students 
from 12 CMSD schools, and the public performance had 350 people in 
attendance.

PianoLab What is your favorite part  
of this program?  

“My favorite part of this program  
is learning new notes also  

learning new songs.”  
What do you hope to learn  

from this program?  
“How to play piano  

very good.” 

Cleveland s Young Creatives
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Audiences “drink in” 
some honky-tonk at 
Phunkenship Brewery

Piano Cleveland 
Social Club members 
chat with Gabriela 
Montero

A round of 
applause for our 
Listening Series

The Audience Journey 
15 concerts and events 

1,966 in-person attendees 

517,686 viewers worldwide 
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“Two tickets to  
the Finals, please!”

Leszek Barwinski-Brown  
(Lang Lang International  
Music Foundation) celebrates  
at our Clair de Lune gala

Selfie time with  
2018 CIPC for YA  
Winner, Eva Gevorgyan

“Outstanding!  
Excellent! Great 

opportunity for the 
whole community to 

hear fantastic music.”
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2023 Programming
General and Administrative
Promotional
Office

$590,545
$517,430
$153,103
$115,027

Individual Giving
Clair de Lune Gala
Foundation and  
Government Support

Earned Income
Sponsorship
Endowment
In-Kind and Other

$463,269
$412, 345
$272,920

$156,884
$54,030
$39, 460

$8,841

Our Financials
$100

New digital keyboard for a 
Cleveland-area student

$200
Duo performance at a senior  

living facility

$300
Opportunity for local students to 
work with an exceptional visiting 

artist in a masterclass

$500
Gift of a donated piano to a student 

or community space

$1,000
Hospitality costs of a visiting 

international artist

$2,500
A CIPC Winner’s performance in a 

leading international venue

$3,500
Semester of free piano instruction 

for CMSD students

REVENUE
& SUPPORT

EXPENSES

Thanks to you  
we funded 
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LEADERSHIP SOCIETY

$50,000 AND ABOVE
Cuyahoga Arts and Culture
John P. Murphy Foundation
Kulas Foundation
Astri Seidenfeld
Linda and Jim Venner
Herb and Jody Wainer
 
$25,000 - $49,999
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
William P. Blair III +
Cleveland Clinic Sydell and Arnold Miller 

Family Heart, Vascular & Thoracic Institute
Peggy and Thomas Demitrack
Horizons Fund
Kaulig Giving
Beth and Clay Rankin
Penni M. and Stephen J. Weinberg Family 

Fund at the Joseph and Florence Mandel 
Family Foundation

 
$10,000-$24,999
Mr. and Mrs. Christian Bernadotte
Zeda Blau
Brenda and Marshall Brown
Gertrude K. and Homer D. W. Chisholm
Cleveland-Cliffs Inc.
Robert Conrad
E2G | The Equity Engineering Group, Inc.
Robert R. and Gay C. Cull Family Foundation
Terry DeBacco
David Dusek and James Graham
Regina and Gregg Eisenberg
Dr. Michael Frank

William O. and Gertrude Lewis Frohring 
Foundation

Florence Goodman
John and Lori Herman
Leonard and Joan Horvitz Foundation
Hyster-Yale Materials Handling Inc.
InterContinental Hotels of Cleveland
KeyBank
Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel 

Foundation
Dr. Linda McDonald
The Roy Minoff Family Fund
David and Inez Myers Foundation
Ohio Arts Council
Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. Osenar
Dr. Gösta and Ninna Pettersson
Clara T. Rankin
Daniel and Linda Silverberg
The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation
Morry and Judy Weiss
Betsy and Tom Wheeler
 
$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Mark and Masha Andreini
Gene Beer
Suzanne R. Blaser
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan and Aronoff, 

LLP
Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP
CM Wealth Advisors
Kathleen Coleman
Raffaele Di Lallo and David Reimer
First National Bank
Mady Friedman and Norman Levin
Stephen H. Gariepy and Nancy Sin

Dr. Edward S. Godleski
The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.
Roe Green
Rochelle & Harley Gross Philanthropic Fund
Ida and Irwin Haber
Iris and Tom Harvie
Mr. and Mrs. William V. Ivancic
Jones Day
Cynthia Knight
Elaine and Beno Michel MD
Charles Michener and Marguerite B. 

Humphrey
B.J. Miller
Mrs. Roland Moskowitz
Richard and Marcy Schwarz
Jan Stern
Stern Advertising
The University of Akron
Dr. Wulf and Moira Utian
Carol Vandenberg
Diana Wendy
 
$3,500-$4,999
Anonymous
The B. Charles and Jay G. Ames Foundation
BakerHostetler
Lloyd Max Bunker and Anthony Bianchi
Jill and Paul Clark
Diane L. Collier and Robert J. Gura
Mr. Robert A. Conrad and Susan H. Conrad, 

Ed.D.
Joseph and Susan Corsaro
Rand and Beth Curtiss
Barbara Ann Davis
Rebecca F. Dunn
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP

Carol B. Hall
Kent State University College of the Arts
Linda and John Olejko
One Seven
Tamara & Alec Pendleton
George H.L. and Carol Arnold Porter
Hedy Rapeport and Jim Irwin
The Albert B. & Audrey G. Ratner Family 

Foundation
Jeffrey and Celia Sinclair
Mary and Nathaniel Smith
Jeff and Sue Weiler
Rose Wong and Bernard Lee
 
 
SUPPORTERS
 
$2,500-$3,499
Mark Avsec and Yvette Williams
Faisal and Laurice Bakaeen
Robin and Luke Baum
Stan and Amy Brady
Robert Goss
Charles A. and Donna Nemer
Kenneth and Patricia Nilsestuen
Noha and Philip Ryder
Dan and Ellen Zelman Family Foundation
 
$1,000-$2,499
Sheldon and Terry Adelman
Dan Arnold
Sarah Baley
Eric and Elisha Barbato
Dr. Erol and Laura Beytas
Jeff and Kathy Bixler
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar H. Boles II

OUR WORK IS ONLY POSSIBLE WITH YOUR SUPPORT

Gifts given from October 15  2022 to November 1  2023
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Robert and Alyssa Briggs
Stephen and Jean Bucchieri
Frances Seiberling Buchholzer
Renee and Kerry Chelm
Karen and Kenneth Conley
Beth Cooper
Marti and Jeff Davis
David and Frances Dickenson
Mr. and Mrs. David Elk
Avroy and Roslyn Fanaroff
Gerald and Sara Jane Goldstein
Lorin and Alan Gottlieb Family Donor  

Advised Fund
Dan Hathaway
Paul and Janet Havener
Linda and James Haynes
Stephen and Amy Hoffman
Martin and Maria Hoke
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hurwitz
Betty and John Kemper
Joon-Li Kim and Robert Gudbranson  

Donor Advised Fund
Stuart & Theresia Kline Philanthropic Fund
John and Christine Knific
Kenneth and Audrey Koblitz
Stephen & Judith Kovach Philanthropic Fund
Dr. Howard and Susan Levine
Eric and Emily Ludwig
The Milton and Tamar Maltz Family 

Foundation
Tom and Diann Mann
S. Livingston Mather Charitable Trust
Johnathan Mis
Mrs. A. Malachi Mixon III
Music and Drama Club
Debbie Neale
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred M. Rankin, Jr.
James & Susan Ratner Family Foundation
Reyzis Family Foundation
Barbara S. Robinson +
David and Enid Rosenberg

Dr. Eric and Heather Roselli
Jerry and Louise Seligman
Paul and Divya Sequeira
Daniel Sessler and Ximena Valdes Sessler
Margaret and Larry Singerman
Dr. Nicholas and Gail Smedira
Dr. Edward and Deidra Soltesz
Jim and Jill Taylor
Dr. Jordan and Jeanne Tobin
Michael and Mimy Tong
Turtle Plastics Foundation
MaryLou Vermerris and Jim Pivarski
Neil Weinberger
 
$500-$999
Edward Alix
Dale and Susan Bass
Lesley and Stephen Brown
Irad and Rebecca Carmi
Dr. Diane M. De Grazia
Rosemary Deioma
Fox Family Foundation
Maureen Frey and Adam Munson
Claudia and David C. Fulton, Jr.
Joy E. Garapic
Norma C Geller
Glenmede
Dr. Andrew Goldberg and Robert Villarreal
Teresa and Ted Good
Martha and Steven Hale
Martha S. Harding
Eric and Karen Hillenbrand
Beverly Ingram
Ursula Korneitchouk
Dick and Barbara Lederman
Cathy Lincoln
Susan and James Loveman
S. Sterling and Judith McMillan, III
Dr. Charles and Erica Miller
Charlene Moon
Margie Moskovitz

Dr. George Muschler and Cathie Bleck
Nicholas and Anne Ogan
Mary P. Omotoye
Amanda Parker
Michael & Shari Perlmuter Donor Advised 

Fund
Marjorie Reimer
Robert G. and Tricia Risman
Michael and Maxene Rocker
Rosencrans Family Foundation
Michael Ruffing
Lynn and Reginald Shiverick, Jr.
Robert L. and Eileen C. Sill Philanthropic 

Fund
Drs. Lars and Marion Svensson
Martha and Edward Towns
The Triple T Foundation
Ronald and Robyn Ullman
Drs. Felix and Inna Vilinsky
Trudy and Steven Wiesenberger
 
$300-$499
Charles Abookire, Jr
Jack J. Belcher
Laurie Coyle
Ryan Cross
Faye L. D’Amore
Allyn and John Davies
Linda Harper
Sabrina A. Inkley
Gail Kichler
Adrian and Margaret Krudy
Jennifer B. Langston
Linda Lee
Hedy and Michael Milgrom
Charbel Najm
Mrs. Margaret B. Ocepek
Linda R. Butler and Steven E. Nissan
Stewart and Bonnie Roll
Scott and Chloe Seelbach
Patricia Swenson

Drs. Pierre and Sophiè van der Westhuizen
Harriet L. Warm
Edward and Gail Weintraub
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Weltman

$200-$299
Anonymous
Mark and Trish Adler
Bonnie M. Baker
Charles and Christy Bittenbender
Kate Borders
Josie and John Chapman
Mr. Frederick W. Clarke IV
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Coakley, Jr.
Ellen B. Cohn & Steven L. Cohn
Dr. Robert B. and Jane Daroff
Kenneth and Linda Dery
Vladimir and Luba Deninzon
Fred and Kathryn Eisner
Ann and Bob Gillespie
Marshall and Anne Griffith
Ann Higley
Dennis and Rose Kleidon
Andrew and Joan Kohn
Stephen and Lillian Levine
Betsy Manderen
Lloyd and Noreen Mazur
Mark Mintz
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Ponsky
Mr. and Mrs. Roger F. Rankin
Irving and Ileen Rosner
Richard Shirey
Sam and Sandy Smith
Mrs. Linda Cornell Smythe
Beverly Stepanik
Joel and Ginny Stolz
Joseph H. and Ellen B. Thomas  

Foundation
Mr. Patrick Warczak, Jr.
Debra Yasinow
 
+ deceased
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PIANO CLEVELAND STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mark Andreini
Mark Avsec
Sarah Baley
William P. Blair III†
Catherine Good Brulport
Kathleen A. Coleman
Terry DeBacco
Peggy Demitrack
David Dusek
Regina Eisenberg
Iris Harvie
John E. Herman
Charles Michener
Charles A. Nemer
Kenneth R. Nilsestuen
Linda Olejko

Alec Pendleton
Ninna Pettersson
David J. Reimer
Astri Seidenfeld
Paul Sequeira
Mary Smith
Jan Stern
Wulf Utian
Jeffry L. Weiler
Rose Wong
 

HONORARY DIRECTORS
J. Donald Cairns†*
Jill Goubeaux Clark*
Rand Curtiss*
James E. Gibbs*
Ted Good*
Teresa Good*
Malachi† and Barbara Mixon
Dieter H. Myers†* and Bonnie Myers†
Jeffry L. Weiler*
Edwin Weiner†*
 * Past Chair 
† Deceased 

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
Suzanne R. Blaser, Co-Chair
Lloyd Max Bunker, Co-Chair
Ed Alix
Anne B. Ames
James J. Balaguer
Lesley M. Brown
Gertrude K. Chisholm
Robert Conrad
Joseph G. Corsaro
Dr. Mark H. Curley
Patricia Gaskins
Jeanette Gaul
Martha H. Hale
Janet W. Havener
Vera Holczer
Gina Jeckering
Ronnie Lerner
M. Lee Maxwell
Hedy Milgrom
Stanley W. Morgenstern

Peta Moskowitz
Amy B. Mullin
Debbie Neale
Carol Arnold Porter
George H.L. Porter
Rayka Radivoyevitch
Clara T. Rankin
Michael Reyzis
Zoya Reyzis
William C. Sheldon MD
Linda Rocker Silverberg
Susan Stagno
Steve Szilagyi
Ryan J. Terrano
Jeanne Tobin
Rick Tomsick
Martha C. Towns
James R. Venner
Linda Anne Venner
Elaine Weiner

President

Yaron  Kohlberg

Executive Director 

Marissa Glynias Moore, Ph. D.

Artist & Production  
Manager

Corey Knick

Director of Philanthropy  
& Marketing

Chris Fornadel

Education & Community 
Lead

Emily Shelley

Finance Manager

Leslie Dumm

Marketing & Communications 
Coordinator

Nicole Mieske Knab

WHO WE ARE

Beth Rankin
CHAIR

Herb Wainer and Zeda Blau
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIRS

Stephen H. Gariepy
SECOND VICE CHAIR

Linda L. McDonald, Ph. D.
FIRST VICE CHAIR

Bonnie Ivancic
SECRETARY

BOARD AND PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
Robin L. Baum
TREASURER



JULY 28 - AUGUST 10

20600 Chagrin Blvd. Suite 610 Shaker Heights, OH 44122
216.707.5397

PIANOCLEVELAND.ORG

CLASSICAL MUSIC, EVOLVED.

CELEBRATING

It’s our 50th Anniversary! 
 Every note is major for the incredible international 

pianists who will come to Cleveland for this star-studded 
competition. You won’t want to miss hearing the next 
generation of pianists dazzle audiences through solo 

recitals, chamber collaborations, an intimate salon round 
and concerti with The Cleveland Orchestra.

TICKETS ON SALE

MARCH 2024


