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D E A R  F R I E N D S , 

Around the globe, Piano Cleveland is known as the host of the 
Cleveland International Piano Competition—one of the most 
prestigious events in classical music.  This year, we presented a 
city-wide celebration of piano in all its forms called Piano Days. 
While we are a world-renowned organization, Cleveland is our 
home—and our home city is our stage.

From free Piano Cleveland Live concerts to Piano Days artists, we strived to 
bring world-class artists with the express purpose of adding to the vibrant 
arts scene of our city. In presenting a variety of artists and genres we made 
some new friends like Kenny Crumpton from Fox 8’s News in the Morning 
while at the same time strengthening bonds with our long-time supporters. 
Ongoing efforts like the piano donation program and partnerships with 
schools cultivates young musicians who live here in Cleveland. 

In the following pages you’ll see how Piano Cleveland engaged with new 
audiences through innovative programming. We’ll show how strategic 
partnerships mutually benefited us and other arts organizations across our 
city. Finally, we will share the wealth of opportunities our education program 
offers to area students and how it will impact the future of classical piano in 
our city.

Our efforts across 2025 built off the successes of our anniversary celebration 
last year and set the stage for more worldwide and local growth in 2026.  
While our reach extends across international borders, we are ensuring our 
roots stay firmly planted in Cleveland. 

Sincerely,

Over the course of two weeks, Piano Days celebrated 
piano in all of its forms by presenting a combination 
of free and ticketed events from a variety of artists 
who expanded how audiences think of piano. 

First, we kicked off Piano Days with a performance 
from The 5 Browns. Then, we explored the depths of 
piano with Indian ragas, original neoclassical works, 
and electronic interpretation by rising stars in the 
piano world. We pushed the boundaries that define 
classical music and along the way, we met new 
friends and deepened our connection to Cleveland 
as a whole. 

O U R  2 0 2 5  M A R Q U E E  E V E N T :

“ I appreciate the wide range  
of programming for Piano Days – 

 it truly does show the range  
of what a piano can do.”

– AMY W. 

Marissa Glynias Moore, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Yaron Kohlberg
Artistic Director
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Casual listeners become ardent fans when Piano Cleveland 
takes the piano out of the concert hall and places it in 
venues where people gather. 
Our free concert series, Piano Cleveland Live, reduces barriers to classical piano 
by providing approachable performances from world-class artists in established 
community gathering places like the Cleveland Museum of Art and beloved 
hometown bars. 
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At left and top three images: Daniela Liebman, 
named as “100 Most Creative and Powerful 
Women” by Forbes Mexico, plays for audiences 
at the Cleveland Museum of Art. 

Center image and at right: Piano Cleveland 
Virtu (al)oso finalist, Arseniy Gusev, performs with 
violinist Shannon Lee at Forest City Brewing. 
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C O M M U N I T Y
B U I L D I N G

C O N N E C T I O N S

Strategic partnerships within the Cleveland 
community during Piano Days strengthened 
existing relationships, while new connections 
made forays into more diverse arts-focused 
communities.  
Dobama Theatre partnered with us to present back-to-
back sold-out performances by neoclassical pianist and 
composer BLKBOK.

After inviting pianist Utsav Lal for Piano Days, we networked 
with the Federation of India Community Associations to 
engage new audiences. On the night of his recital, patrons 
drove from as far away as Pittsburgh to hear Utsav play. 

The Cleveland Israel Arts Connection, a program of the 
Jewish Federation of Cleveland, sponsored the Piano Days 
finale concert featuring composer, singer-songwriter, and 
Juilliard-trained pianist, Natalie Tenenbaum, at Playhouse 
Square.

Clockwise from upper left: Natalie Tenenbaum closes out Piano Days with a concert at Hanna Theatre; BLKBOK meets with members of his audience following 
back-to-back sold out Piano Days performances at Dobama Theater; Utsav Lal engages with the audience before and after his performance;  
Audience members enjoy the sounds of Piano Days under summer skies at Forte Fridays, held at both Crocker Park and the Van Aken District.

This past July,  Piano Days festival opened with 
Overture: A Grand Brunch gala featuring a 
benefit performance by The 5 Browns.

The event raised over $428,000 from tickets, 
sponsorships, and fund-a-need support for our 
education programs.
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O U R  I M PA C T

A M P L I F Y I N G

Year-round, Piano Cleveland reaches northeast Ohio 
students through a variety of educational programs 
designed to encourage a lifelong love of music. 

O N E  N O T E  A T  A  T I M E
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PIANOLAB
When our free group piano instruction program, PianoLab, 
launched in 2023, we had 15 students enrolled. Now, 
PianoLab has reached more than 150 students across two 
locations with plans for a third location in 2026. To continue 
fostering an early love of piano, we have been able to add 
free private lesson opportunities for ten students.

KEYS TO READ
Our signature arts-integrated program, Keys to Read, 
combines music and literary arts learning for middle 
schoolers. Launched in 2022 with Cleveland Public Library 
and support from KeyBank, it quickly became a favorite 
among students and teachers alike, whose feedback is 
integrated to deepen the program’s impact. After an 
enthusiastic response from partners in the Cleveland 
Metropolitan School District, we’re excited to expand Keys 
to Read into a multi-week program in 2026.

“Doing PianoLab was an amazing experience  
because I was able to learn new skills.”

– BROOKLYN, ORCHESTRA MAJOR AT CLEVELAND SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

9



When our CIPC laureates return to northeast Ohio, 
they give back to the local community. 
Since winning the 2024 Mixon First Prize, James (Zijian) Wei has returned to Cleveland twice, 
thanks to the special prizes he won during the competition. In June, Wei performed as part of 
ChamberFest Cleveland as part of the eponymously-named special prize. Then, in October, 
Wei fulfilled the residency he won with the Cleveland Institute of Music. During the residency, 
he collaborated on teaching masterclasses with fellow CIPC First Prize Winners Antonio 
Pompa-Baldi and Ilya Itin as well as famed pianist Dr. Daria Rabotkina.

Kotaro Fukuma, a CIPC First Prize Winner from 2003, returned to Cleveland for the first time in 
20 years! Not only did he grace audiences with a superb recital, he also taught a masterclass 
and played a free concert at the Cleveland Museum of Art.

LO CA L
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E N C O R E S

[L] James (Zijian) Wei performs at Pinstripes Dining & Bowling; [R] Kotaro Fukuma with Carol Arnold Porter,  
Piano Cleveland President’s Council

11



$100,000 and above 

Cynthia Reece Trust

Tricia L. and Robert G. Risman  
 Family Philanthropic Fund

Dr. Michael Frank and Pat Snyder+

Walter and Jean Kalberer Foundation

Betsy and Tom Wheeler

The Venner Family Foundation

Herb and Jody Wainer

 

$50,000 - $99,999 

Benesch, Friedlander,  
 Coplan and Aronoff, LLP 

William Bingham Foundation

Zeda Blau

Gertrude K. and Homer D. W. 
Chisholm

Kathleen A. Coleman

Cuyahoga Arts and Culture

Regina and Gregg Eisenberg 

William O. and Gertrude  
 Lewis Frohring Foundation

Peggy and John Garson

The George Gund Foundation

Hyster-Yale Materials Handling Inc.

Jack, Joseph and Morton  
 Mandel Foundation 

Dr. Linda McDonald 

Mrs. A. Malachi Mixon III

Jane B. Nord

Cheryl Petrovic and  
 Victor Petrovic, Ph.D.

Beth and Clay Rankin

Astri Seidenfeld

Penni M. and Stephen J. Weinberg   
 Family Fund at the Joseph and  
 Florence Mandel Family Foundation

 

$25,000 - $49,999 

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation

Cleveland-Cliffs Inc.

Terry DeBacco

Kaulig Giving

Leonard Krieger Fund  
 of the Cleveland Foundation

Dr. Howard and Susan Levine

Thomas A. and Diann Mann

David and Inez Myers Foundation 

Debbie Neale

Alexander P. and Jennifer S. Ogan

Ohio Arts Council

Richard and Marcy Schwarz

Steinway Piano Gallery Cleveland

Steinway & Sons 

 

$10,000 - $24,999 

Anne B. and Richard S. Ames

Brenda and Marshall Brown

Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP

Jill and Paul Clark

Cleveland Israel Arts Connection* 

Robert R. and Gay C. Cull 
 Family Foundation

Peggy and Thomas Demitrack

The Equity Engineering Group, Inc.

Jeffrey and Norma Glazer

Florence Goodman

James Graham and David Dusek

Roe Green

Ida and Irwin Haber

Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP

Iris and Tom Harvie

Malcolm and Vivian Henoch

John and Lori Herman

Martin and Maria Hoke

Richard Horvitz and  
 Erica Hartman-Horvitz Foundation

Bonnie and Bill Ivancic

Johnson & Johnson Matching Gifts

Dr. Richard S. Kaufman

KeyBank

Michelle Wesley Licata

Cookie and Herb Marcus

The Roy Minoff Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. Osenar

Tamara and Alec Pendleton

George H.L. and Carol Arnold Porter

Hedy Rapeport and Jim Irwin

Daniel and Linda Silverberg

Jeffrey and Celia Sinclair

The Kelvin and Eleanor  
 Smith Foundation

Jan Stern

Dr. Wulf and Moira Utian

Carol Vandenberg

The Weiss Family Foundation 

 

$5,000 - $9,999 

Eric and Elisha Barbato

Robin and Luke Baum

Jodi Berg

Douglas Bletcher

Lloyd Max Bunker  
 and Anthony Bianchi

CM Wealth Advisors

Karen and Kenneth Conley

Marti and Jeff Davis

Rosemary Deioma

Rebecca F. Dunn

Dr. Avroy and Roslyn Fanaroff

Barry Feldman

Mady Friedman and Norman Levin

Kathleen and Daniel Gisser

Carol B. Hall+

Herman Equity Partners 

Jones Day

O U R  E F F O R T S  A R E  S U S T A I N E D  B Y  Y O U R  G E N E R O S I T Y
Piano Cleveland is extremely grateful to the following individuals who make our work possible. This list includes gifts given  

from January 1, 2024 to September 1, 2025  as outright donations, in-kind gifts, and/or attendance at fundraising events. 
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For a full list of donors,  
please scan here.

R E V E N U E

	 Gala  
	 $428,048

	 Individual Giving 
	 $410,858

	 Institutional Giving 
	 $310,218

	 Box Office 
	 $44,563

	 In-Kind and Other 
	 $35,027

	 Endowment 
	 $22,297

E X P E N S E S

	 Programming and Promotion 
	 $579,679

	 General Administration 
	 $571,739

	 Office Costs 
	 $91,417
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O R D I N A R Y  K I D S ,  

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y  T A L E N T .

Classical piano luminary and Cleveland competition winner, Jean-Yves Thibaudet, 
returns to Cleveland to teach and perform during the 2026 Cleveland International 
Piano Competition for Young Artists. 

WEDNESDAY,  JULY 29

Jean-Yves leads a first-of-its-kind 
Final Round Masterclass where 
audiences see a master at work with 
the next generation of piano stars 
at the Cleveland Institute of Music.  

THURSDAY,  JULY 30

Jean-Yves performs a rare solo 
recital of Debussy’s Preludes. 

P R E S E N T E D  B Y : H O S T E D  B Y :

July 24 - August 1, 2026
An international competition and institute for pianists ages 10-18

Photo by E.Caren


